
 
 

Testimony in Support with substitute language 

of  

HB 5328- An Act Concerning the Department of Consumer Protection’s Recommendations 

Regarding the Regulation of Alcoholic Liquor. 

HB 5330- An Act Concerning the Department of Consumer Protection’s 

Recommendations Regarding the Liquor Control Act. 

HB 5331- An Act Concerning the Liquor Control Act and Related Statutes. 

Senator Maroney, Representative D’Agostino, Senator Witkos, Representative Rutigliano and members 

of the General Law Committee.  My name is Chris Buchanan and I am the Director of Public Affairs and 

State and Local Government Relations in the Northeast Region for Walmart. 

 

Walmart began selling groceries in 1988 and has become America’s largest grocer.  We have 

accomplished this by providing consumers with convenient options to purchase their groceries.  

Specifically, we have achieved this by customer demand at locations like our 33 retail locations in 

Connecticut and with the help of our 8,760 associates statewide.   

 

Annually, Walmart has generated over $88 million in taxes collected on behalf of Connecticut, spent 

over $2 billion with Connecticut-based suppliers supporting over 20,000 jobs, donated over 2 million 

pounds of food statewide and contributed $4.3 million in cash and in-kind donations to Connecticut 

non-profits from the Walmart Foundation. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony today on behalf of Walmart on the following bills: 

- HB 5328- An Act Concerning the Department of Consumer Protection’s Recommendations 

Regarding the Regulation of Alcoholic Liquor. 

- HB 5330- An Act Concerning the Department of Consumer Protection’s Recommendations 

Regarding the Liquor Control Act.  

- HB 5331- An Act Concerning the Liquor Control Act and Related Statutes.  

We respectfully request the Committee include substitute language to amend the state’s beer grocery 

permit definition to include Supercenters.  This proposal would allow us to sell beer at our 12 in-state 

Supercenter locations within the state.   

 

The intent of our proposed substitute language builds off the reality that grocery stores like Walmart’s 

Supercenters are providing consumers with choice and updates Connecticut’s statutes to reflect what 

consumers want regarding their shopping habits – convenience.  Supercenters offer a traditional and 

expansive grocery selection and are permitted similarly as traditional local and chain grocery stores. 

 



 
 

While not currently categorized as a grocery store, Walmart Supercenter grocery sales in Connecticut 

are on par with any well-known grocery store chains in the state.  Our customers can find everything 

they need on their weekly shopping lists from fresh meats and poultry to vegetables and freshly baked 

goods.  One of the few exceptions is beer.   

 

Our customers routinely express their disappointment in not being able to purchase beer with their 

groceries, in-turn forcing them to make an additional stop.  They are often confused as to why they 

can’t purchase beer at our Supercenter locations but can at other grocery stores in Connecticut.  We 

are seeking to clarify and amend the current law to fairly treat these Walmart Supercenters and 

provide our customers with the convenience they should be afforded.  

 

We believe that statutorily acknowledging Supercenters as grocery stores for the purpose of allowing 

beer sales is a fairness issue.  Our 12 locations are bona fide grocery stores yet are treated differently 

due to also offering a large selection of non-grocery retail items.  The current statutory language was 

crafted before the advent of Supercenters; thus, they do not fit the current definition of a grocery 

store.   

Currently, this choice and consumer convenience is allowed in 46 other states, including 

Connecticut’s neighbors New York and Massachusetts.  The outdated statutory definition defining 

what a grocery store is does not reflect the current environment within Connecticut.  This has also 

been demonstrated by the over 1,400 messages generated by our customers in 2019 and 2020 to 

Connecticut legislators like members of this Committee, specifically requesting grocery retailers like 

Walmart be allowed to offer them beer for sale when they visit stores like our own.   

 

Thank you for your consideration and I welcome the opportunity to discuss our proposed substitute 

language in more detail at your convenience. 

 

Christopher Buchanan 

Director, Public Affairs & State & Local Government Relations 

Northeast Region, Walmart  
 


